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Interpreting a Contested Election and an Armed Rebellion  
 
Learning Objectives 
 
- Learn how the causes and impacts of the Battle of Liberty Place were perceived by 

different groups.  
- Gain awareness of the role of racism in Reconstruction era conflicts in Louisiana.  
- Consider the factors that influence public acceptance of election results.   
- Practice interpreting newspapers to identify biases and different points of view. 

 
Introduction 
 
Republican William Kellogg won the Louisiana governor’s election in 1872. Many white 
Democrats refused to accept the result and insisted that Democrat John McEnery won the 
election. In 1874, a white supremacist group supporting McEnery called the Crescent City 
White League tried to take over the government by force and oust Governor Kellogg. The 
armed uprising involved 5,000 White League members fighting against 600 members of the 
racially integrated Metropolitan Police throughout downtown New Orleans. The White 
League took control of the Police Station in the Cabildo, the State Arsenal, and the State 
House. At least 35 people were killed and more than 65 were wounded. President Ulysses 
S. Grant sent federal troops to force the White League to surrender and return control to 
Governor Kellogg and the Metropolitan Police.  
 
The violent uprising became known as the Battle of Liberty Place. Before and after the 
event, newspaper articles and other publications demonstrated how different groups 
viewed the political situation. By analyzing these primary source documents, you can learn 
how issues such as racism, arguments over federal and state control, and distrust in 
government influenced the political viewpoints of different groups during Reconstruction. 
 
Instructions 
 

1. Read the newspaper articles published before the Battle of Liberty Place. Compare 
attitudes toward the government and the group known as the White League from an 
article in a white-owned newspaper and a Black-owned newspaper. 
 

2. Analyze the map, political cartoon, and article published after the Battle. 
*Option: Split into groups, and have one group analyze the articles before the Battle, 
and another group analyze the materials after the Battle, and discuss. 
 

3.  Answer the questions and prompts to explore how different groups tell the story of 
the same event in different ways.  

 
4. Refer to “Reconstruction – Additional Resources for typed versions of the 

newspaper articles.  
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Newspaper Coverage of the White League Early 1874 
 
Read this excerpt from an article titled “The White 
League—Its Significance. The Duty of the Colored Voter” 
published in a Black-owned newspaper, Weekly 
Louisianian, from July 4, 1874.   
 
Questions: 
 

- Underline the words and sentences that stick out 
to you.  
 

- How does this article describe the White League? 
 

- According to this author, what is the primary 
purpose of the White League?  
 

 
Citation: 
"The White League.--Its Significance. The Duty Of The 
Colored Voter." Weekly Louisianian (New Orleans, 
Louisiana), July 4, 1874: 2. NewsBank: Black Life in 
America. 
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Read excerpts of this article from The New Orleans Times, a white-owned newspaper, 
published on September 2, 1874, which was 12 days before the Battle of Liberty Place.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
-  
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Questions:  
 

- What does McEnery urge people to do in his speech? 
 

- According to this article, why are the Democrats and the White League upset 
with the current government? 

 
- What are two differences between this article and the one in the Weekly 

Louisianian? 
 
Citation:  
"Ratification. An Immense Turn out of the Democracy, White Leagues and other 
Organizations Composing the People's Party." New Orleans Times (New Orleans, Louisiana) 
XI, no. 6399, September 2, 1874: [1]. Readex: America's Historical Newspapers.  
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After the Battle for Liberty Place 
 
Look at the primary titles and layout of this map published in New Orleans in 1874 after the 
Battle of Liberty Place. The map shows the movements of the White League and 
Metropolitan Police force during the fighting on September 14, 1874. The bottom corner 
lists only the names of white men wounded or killed in the battle.  
 
Thomas S. Hardee and H. Lewis, “Battle of New Orleans for Freedom,” H. Lewis Publisher, 
(New Orleans, LA), Louisiana State Museum, https://louisianastatemuseum.org/map-
collection/battle-new-orleans-freedom 

Questions:  

- What words are used in the headings? 
 

- What do those words convey about the attitude of the mapmaker toward the 
events of September 14, 1874? 

 
- What audience do you think the mapmaker and publisher were trying to 

reach?  

https://louisianastatemuseum.org/map-collection/battle-new-orleans-freedom
https://louisianastatemuseum.org/map-collection/battle-new-orleans-freedom
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The political cartoon below was published in Harper’s Weekly, a national publication, on 
October 24, 1874.  

Thomas Nast, 1840-1902, artist, “The Union as it was The lost cause, worse than slavery,” 
Illus. in: Harper's weekly, v. 18, no. 930 (1874 Oct. 24), p. 878. Library of Congress Prints 
and Photographs Division. https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2001696840/ 

 

Questions: 

- What significant words do you see in this political cartoon? 
 

- Describe what you see in the image.  
 

- What do you think the artist is trying to communicate? 
 

- How does the portrayal of the White League in this cartoon compare to the 
language and style of the map titled “Battle of New Orleans for Freedom” on 
the previous page? 

https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2001696840/
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This article excerpt is from the Black newspaper Weekly Louisianian published in New 
Orleans on October 24, 1874.  
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Questions: 

- What is the main point of the article? 
 

- How does this article address the ways that different groups interpret 
events? 

 
- Based on these different sources, what is your impression of the White 

League and the Battle of Liberty Place? 
 

Citation: 

"The Truth." Weekly Louisianian (New Orleans, Louisiana), October 24, 1874: 2. NewsBank: 
Black Life in America. https://infoweb-newsbank-
com.eu1.proxy.openathens.net/apps/news/document-
view?p=AAHX&docref=image/v2%3A12B767D21CB17968%40AAHX-
12BEC27E7144A3F0%402405821-12BC00278935F4B8%401-
12D620644DA345A0%40The%2BTruth. 


